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WORLD EVENTS 2021

Compiled and presented by 
V.V.S.Manian

JAN 28

 Mexico’s COVID-19 death 
toll becomes the world’s 
third highest, overtaking 
India’s at 155,145 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 	 	

JAN 29

Johnson & Johnson’s 
Janssen single-dose vac-
cine shown to be 66% ef-
fective in trials, with com-
plete protection against 
hospitalization and death

 Novavax vaccine shows 
89% effi cacy in UK trials, 
including against UK vari-
ant.

 “Proposal to Prevent the 
Feminization of Male Ado-
lescents” published by 
China’s Education Minis-
try asks schools to use 
sports to cultivate mas-
culinity 

FEB 1

Wildfi res ignite on the 
outskirts of Perth, Aus-
tralia, forcing evacua-
tions amid fi ve-day CO-
VID-19 lockdown

Russia’s Sputnik V CO-
VID-19 vaccine deemed 
91.6% effective according 
to analysis published in 
“The Lancet” 

FEB 3

FEB 2

US and Russia extend 
their New START nuclear 
arms control treaty for 
fi ve years, the last re-
maining nuclear arms 
deal between the two 
countries

Engineers at MIT an-
nounce they have engi-
neered spinach to send 
emails when detecting 
explosive materials in 
groundwater as part 
of plant nanobionic 
research. Plants send-
ing out e-mails sounds 
like a concept from a 
science-fi ction fi lm set 
in the distant future. 
This feat has actually 
been achieved in 2021 
as scientists in the real 
world have managed to 
engineer spinach plants 
that are capable of send-
ing out emails.

FEB 4

US President Joe Biden 
announces an end to US 
support for the Saudi-led 
offensive in Yemen’s civil 
war

Denmark approves plans 
for world’s fi rst energy 
island in the North Sea to 
provide power to 3 million 
Europeans.

International Criminal 
Court convicts Ugandan 
Lord’s Resistance Army 
commander Dominic On-
gwen of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity 
including forced pregnan-
cy in legal fi rst.

 First successful face and 
double hand transplant an-
nounced performed on 22 
year-old Joe DiMeo in New 
York

FEB 5

Ocean life is being 
drowned out by human 
noise, especially shipping, 
construction, sonar and 
seismic surveys accord-
ing to new research

FEB 7

Himalayan glacier crashes 
into the Dhauliganga River, 
destroying a dam and caus-
ing a huge fl ood in Uttara-
khand province, India, kill-
ing 26, leaving 150 missing

Martial law declared in 
Mandalay, Myanmar, amid 
continuing protests against 
the country’s military coup

FEB 8

FEB 9

 WHO team investigat-
ing origin of COVID-19 in 
Wuhan say it is “extremely 
unlikely” that it leaked from 
a local research lab 

 US Senate Impeachment 
trial of former President 
Donald Trump begins in 
Washington D.C.

 United Arab Emirates is 
the fi fth entity to success-
fully orbit a probe around 
Mars, as probe Hope begins 
to study the planet’s atmo-
sphere.

Russian opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny jailed for 
three and a half years in jail 
over alleged parole viola-
tions in Moscow

New Delhi, Dec 31:  
India on Thursday 

rejected China renaming 
some places in Arunachal 
Pradesh and asserted that 
the state has “always 
been” and will “always 
be” an integral part 
of India as assigning 
“invented” names does 
not alter this fact.  

 India’s assertion came 
in response to Beijing 
announcing Chinese 
names for 15 more places 
in Arunachal Pradesh 
which the neighbouring 
country claims as South 
Tibet.  

 “We have seen 

such reports. This is 
not the first time China 
has attempted such a 
renaming of places in 
the State of Arunachal 
Pradesh. China had also 
sought to assign such 
names in April 2017,” 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi said.  

 “Arunachal Pradesh 
has always been, and 
will always be an integral 
part of India. Assigning 
invented names to places 
in Arunachal Pradesh 
does not alter this fact,” 
he said.  

Bagchi was responding 

to a media query on 
reports that China has 
renamed some places in 
Arunachal Pradesh in its 
own language.  

China’s Ministry of 
Civil Affairs announced 
on Wednesday that it had 
standardised in Chinese 
characters, Tibetan and 
Roman alphabet the 
names of 15 places in 
Zangnan, the Chinese 
name for Arunachal 
Pradesh, according to 
state-run Global Times.  

This is in accordance 
with regulations on 
geographical names 
issued by the State 

Council, China’s cabinet, 
it said in a report.  

Among the official 
names of the 15 places, 
which were given exact 
longitude and latitude, 
eight are residential 
places, four are 
mountains, two are rivers 
and one is a mountain 
pass, the report said.  

This is the second 
batch of standardised 
names of places in 
Arunachal Pradesh given 
by China.  

The first batch of the 
standardised names of 
six places was released 
in 2017.    

MEA rejects China move on Arunachal, 
asserts State integral to India

Lucknow, Dec 31: 
C h i e f  E l e c t i o n 

Commissioner Sushil 
Chandra on Thursday 
said all political parties 
in Uttar Pradesh want 
the Assembly elections 
to be held according to 
schedule while ensuring 
Covid protocol. 
 The CEC also asked 

the State to step up 
coronavirus vaccination. 
 Th e  numbe r  o f 

polling booths will be 
increased and the voting 
time enhanced by an 
hour, he said, adding 
polling officials will be 
vaccinated and those 
eligible will be given a 
booster dose. 
 Chandra said some 

p a r t i e s  h a v e  a l s o 

Parties focus on ‘hate speech’, 
paid news in talks with CEC

UP asked to speed up COVID vaccination
expressed concern over 
hate speeches, paid news 
and “biased” officials. 
 On a t h r e e - d a y 

visit to Lucknow to 
review preparations for 
the elections slated to 
be held before mid-
March, Chandra held a 
series of meetings with 
representatives of political 
parties as well as state 
and district-level officials. 
 The Allahabad High 

Court had on December 
23 suggested the Union 
Government defer the 
Uttar Pradesh Assembly 
elections due to a possible 
Omicron-led third COVID 

wave. 
 “I have been told that 

86 per cent of people in 
the state have got the 
first dose and 49 per 
cent the second shot of 
COVID vaccine. We have 
been assured that in 15 
to 20 days, all eligible 
people will get their first 
dose. We have asked for 
increasing vaccination,” he 
told reporters on the last 
day of his visit. 
 He said because of 

the pandemic, the number 
of polling booths in the 
state will be increased by 
11,000 to maintain proper 
social distancing. 

 “Earlier, a booth was 
made for 1,500 voters. 
But keeping in mind 
the Covid pandemic, the 
number of voters in each 
booth has been reduced 
to 1,250. Because of this, 
the number of polling 
booths has increased by 
11,000. So, a total of 
1,74,351 polling booths 
will be set up,” he said. 
 Chandra said besides 

the Naxal-infested areas, 
polling time will also 
be increased by an hour 
across the state. 
 Polling officials will 

be vaccinated and those 
eligible will be given a 

booster dose, he said. 
 Thermal scanners , 

sanitisers and masks will 
be provided at all polling 
booths and special care 
will be on maintaining 
social distancing and 
proper sanitisation, he 
said. 
 Every polling booth 

will function as per the 
COVID-19 protocol, he 
said. 
 For the first time, 

senior citizens above 
80 years of age, people 
with disabilities and those 
affected by COVID-19 
will be provided with 
the alternative facility of 

postal voting sitting at 
home. 
 If they want to come 

to the polling centre to 
cast their vote, they are 
welcome or else the 
commission will reach 
their doorstep, he said. 
 The list of all such 

voters will be given to 
political parties and a 
videography team will go 
to their homes. 
 During this, care will 

be taken that the secrecy 
of voting maintained, he 
said. Chandra said there 
will be at least 800 women-
managed polling stations. 
A mobile application 
named “CVIGIL” has 
been launched to prevent 
any malpractice in voting, 
he said.

United Nations,
Dec 31:  

India, which will chair 
the UN Security Council’s 
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m 
Committee (CTC) in 
2022, voted in favour 
of a resolution to renew 
the mandate of the CTC 
Executive Directorate, as 
it called on nations to 
remain united against the 
“tendency of labelling 
terror acts based on its 
motivation”.  

The UN Security 
Council, through its 
written silence procedure, 
renewed the mandate of 
the Counter-Terrorism 
Committee Executive 
Directorate (CTED) until 
December 31, 2025. An 
interim review will be 
conducted in December 
2023.  

India Thursday 
voted in favour of 
#UNSC resolution 
to renew mandate 

of Counter-Terrorism 
Committee Executive 
Directorate @UN_
CTED. India will chair 
the #CounterTerrorism 
Committee of 
#SecurityCouncil from 
1 January 2022 for one 
year, India’s Permanent 
Representative to the 
UN Ambassador T S 
Tirumurti tweeted.  

In its explanation of 
vote, India said it is 
committed to pursue all 
necessary measures in 
collaboration with other 
member states towards 
the goal of zero tolerance 
for terrorism.  

As the Chair of CTC 
for 2022, India will make 
determined efforts to 
further enhance the role 
of CTC in strengthening 
the multilateral response 
to counter terrorism, 
and more importantly, 
ensuring that global 
response to the threat 

India votes in favour of UNSC  resolution 
on counter terrorism

New Delhi, Dec 31:  
Chief of Air Staff, 

Air Chief Marshal 
V.R. Chaudhari held 
extensive talks with the 
top military brass of the 
Republic of Korea to 
further enhance bilateral 
military ties.  

The Chief of Air 
Staff (CAS) was on 
a four-day trip to the 
Republic of Korea from 
Monday.  

“As part of the 
visit, #CAS called on 
Minister of National 
Defence & Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
CAS also met Chief of 
Staff of the Republic 
of Korea Air Force. 
Wide ranging issues 
on enhancing bilateral 
defence engagement 
were discussed during 
the meetings,” the IAF 
tweeted on Thursday.  

Earlier this month, 
India and the Republic 
of Korea agreed to 

strengthen strategic 

cooperation including in 

dealing with challenges 

of terrorism, extremism 

and radicalisation.  

The two sides 

discussed a range of 

key issues at the third 

India-Republic of Korea 

strategic dialogue held 

in the national capital 

on December 3.  

South Korea has 

been a major supplier 

of weapons and military 

equipment to India.  

In 2019, the two 

countries finalised a 

roadmap for cooperation 

in the joint production 

of various land and 

naval systems.  

It is Air Chief 

Marshal Chaudhari’s 

second visit abroad after 

becoming the Chief of 

Air Staff. Last month, 

he had visited Egypt.

India-South Korea 
to enhance bilateral 

military ties

New Delhi, Dec 31:  
India saw the highest 

single-day rise of 309 
cases of the Omicron 
variant of the coronavirus, 
taking the country’s tally 
of such cases to 1,270, 
the Union health ministry 
said on Friday.  

It also recorded 16,764 
fresh COVID-19 cases 
and 220 more fatalities 
due to the viral disease.  

Of the 1,270 patients 
infected with the Omicron 
variant of the virus, 374 
have either recuperated 
or migrated, according 
to the ministry’s data 
updated at 8 am.  

Of the 23 states and 
Union territories that 
have recorded Omicron 
cases so far, Maharashtra 
has registered the highest 
number of 450, followed 
by Delhi (320), Kerala 
(109) and Gujarat (97).  

The daily rise in the 
number of coronavirus 
cases crossed the 16,000 
mark after 64 days, 
taking the country’s 
COVID-19 tally to 
3,48,38,804, while the 
number of active cases 
of the infection has gone 
up to 91,361, according 
to the data.  

The death toll due 
to the viral disease has 
climbed to 4,81,080 with 
220 more fatalities, the 
data stated.  

The country had 
witnessed 16,156 fresh 
coronavirus cases on 
October 27.  

The 91,361 active 
Covid cases account for 
0.26 per cent of the 
total caseload, while 
the national COVID-19 
recovery rate was 
recorded at 98.36 per 
cent, the ministry said.  

An increase of 8,959 
cases was recorded in the 
active COVID-19 tally in 
a span of 24 hours.  

The daily positivity 
rate was recorded at 1.34 
per cent. It has remained 
below two per cent for 
88 days now.  

The weekly positivity 
rate was recorded at 0.89 
per cent. It has remained 
below one per cent for 
47 days now, according 
to the ministry.  

The number of patients 
who have recuperated has 
gone up to 3,42,66,363, 
while the case fatality 
rate was recorded at 1.38 
per cent.  

The cumulative 
number of Covid vaccine 
doses administered in 
the country so far has 
exceeded 144.54 crore.  
The 220 new fatalities 
include 164 from Kerala 
and 22 from Maharashtra.  

Of the 4,81,080 Covid 
deaths reported so far in 
the country, 1,41,518 are 
from Maharashtra, 47,441 
from Kerala, 38,327 from 
Karnataka, 36,765 from 
Tamil Nadu, 25,107 from 
Delhi, 22,915 from Uttar 
Pradesh and 19,757 from 
West Bengal.  

India records 16,764 fresh cases 

including 309 Omicron variant
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of terrorism remains 
unambiguous, undivided 
and effective, India said 
in the explanation of 
vote.  

India further called 
on Member States to 
remain united against 
the tendency of labelling 
acts of terrorism based 
on its motivation. Such 
categorisation will lead 
the global community 
back to the pre-9/11 era 
of my terrorist versus 
your terrorist.  

We cannot allow 
anyone anywhere 
providing any kind of 
justification for terrorist 
acts. Combating terrorism 
must be at the centre of 
Our Common Agenda, 
not at its periphery, India 
said.  

The CTC is assisted by 
the Executive Directorate 
(CTED), which carries 
out its policy decisions 
and conducts expert 

assessments of the 193 
United Nations Member 
States.  

CTED conducts 
country visits on the 
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m 
Committee’s behalf to 
assess Member States’ 
counter-terrorism efforts, 
including progress made, 
remaining shortfalls, 
and priority areas for 
technical assistance 
needs, as well as to 
identify terrorism-related 
trends and challenges and 
good practices employed 
in the implementation of 
relevant Security Council 
resolutions, the CTC 
website said.  

India, which wrapped 
up the first year of 
its two-year term as 
non-permanent UNSC 
member, chaired the 
Taliban Sanctions 
Committee and the Libya 
Sanctions Committee this 
year.  
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